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A note on the job sites: This 

last summer, several of the 

students were at either 

Yellowstone National Park or 

Welcome to our third issue of The Drachma. For our third issue, the columnists and 

editorial staff present to you the shared experiences of students who this past year spent 

their summer vacations abroad in the US on a guest worker program. Each of them 

had different jobs and different experiences in different parts of America. The good 

times mingled with the bad. But, by summer’s end they all learned more English, more 

about a foreign country, and ultimately more about themselves. 

 

 

Work and Travel: My life in America! 
                                                                                              
 

I. Location: Yellowstone National Park 

Position: Fountain 

I had a special summer vacation this year. When people 

asked me about my life in America, I usually tell them one 

word: change. There were a lot of changes for me in those 

months. I moved to a new place and met a lot of new 

people. 

Those changes I had to make taught me some important 

lessons. First, I’ve learned that change isn’t always easy. 

It wasn’t always easy, for example, to leave my family 

and friends. And it wasn’t easy to start a different life. I’ve also learned that change can be 

good. Over those three months, I made many new friends. I really enjoyed living in a 

different country and learning about different things. 

 

 

II. Location: Yellow Stone National Park 

Position: Fountain 

I had a special and very different summertime than most 

people. I worked at an area called Fountain in the park. I 

met different customers everyday. I felt that they were all 

very patient when waiting for and ordering food. That was 

different from Taiwan. They always smiled to each other. 

Their pace of life was not as fast. They knew how to enjoy 

their life. Although there were frustrations as well, I still 

tried to solve them by myself. In these two months, I made 

many new friends and had some unforgettable experiences. 

I was really blessed to have such a special summer vacation. 

III. Location: Baltimore, Maryland 

Position: Lifeguard 

I had a wonderful summer vacation this year. I went to 

America to be a lifeguard. I worked for a company called 

REI, which is an outdoor gear manufacturing company. It 

was a good experience for me. I worked with some 

foreigners from countries such as the USA, Columbia, 

Croatia and Serbia as well as people from other countries. I 

also practiced speaking English a lot while talking to my co-

workers. That was very good for me. I think I had a very 

exciting life in the USA this last summer.  

 



Grand Canyon National Park. 

In the US both of these 

wonderful, scenic spots are 

some of the most popular 

destinations for vacationers all 

year round. Both places are 

famous for their unparalleled 

natural beauty.  Yellowstone 

was the very first national park 

in the US. The Grand Canyon, 

despite the heat from its being 

in the desert, is still popular for 

its fantastic natural panoramas. 
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III.  

IV. Location: Grand Canyon National Park 

Position: Cafeteria Line Worker 

This past summer vacation I joined a program where students 

could take a part-time job anywhere at a variety of locations 

in America. I worked at Grand Canyon National Park. That 

was a beautiful place where I could be close to nature and 

wild animals. I was a cafeteria line worker, so I just needed to 

serve guests the dishes they wanted. That sounds easy, but it 

wasn’t. Everyday there were many visitors that came to the 

Grand Canyon and stayed for only one night. Therefore, we 

were in a rush for breakfast and lunch. On the other hand, I 

learned a lot of things and met different customers from all 

over the world. Almost every customer was from a different 

country. They all had their own special requests for food and 

different accents. Consequently, I heard different accents from 

guests and learned a different language from my co-workers. 

This program was a good way to improve English ability and 

experience special things that I never imagined before. Therefore I think most people would 

love and enjoy it. 

 

 

V. Location: Grand Canyon National Park 

Position: Cafeteria Line Worker 

I always dreamed that I could travel to America some day when I was a child. Last year, I  

saw a flier on the board at school, and I thought it was a good time to visit the USA then. My 

friend and I decided to join this program. First, we had to go to an interview in Taipei, where 

there was another Taiwanese interviewed us. He spoke English to us and asked us some 

questions. After that he told us that we had passed the first oral test.  

Secondly, we had to go to a second formal interview where the interviewer was an American. 

I was very nervous about that. Fortunately, my friend and I passed it. I could not believe how 

lucky I was. 

After 12 hours on the plane, we arrived there. On the first day, we stayed at a hostel. Maybe 

our English was not very good, but the attendant was not very kind to us. We felt a little 

angry because she did not tell us anything. So we had to ask her many times about things we 

needed know. That was not a good experience.  

On the second day, we had to take a Greyhound bus to Flagstaff, Arizona. So we took a city 

bus to the Greyhound bus station. Unfortunately, the bus driver took us to the wrong place! 

Finally, we arrived at Union Station. When we arrived there, we found that the bus schedule 

was different from the schedule posted on the Internet. Because the schedule was different, 

we discovered that we had missed the bus we were supposed to take. At that time, I wanted 

to cry. I thought that day was definitely not my day. But we couldn’t give up; we asked if 

there was another way to get to Flagstaff. Luckily, there was. And we made it! We were so 

relieved! 

 

Although we had been through so many adventures just to that point of our trip, we finally 

arrived at Grand Canyon National Park. It really was an impressive, grand sight and very 

beautiful. I liked it a lot. Soon we went through some training before we started to work. My 

position was a line server at Maswik. It was a cafeteria. There were many different kinds of 

people there. I thought everyone was kind to me except for one person who comes from The 

Ukraine and was not very friendly to me and the other Chinese there. I thought he had some 

racial bias. It was not good for us.  

Everyday I worked from around 5:00AM to 2:00PM; that was early to get up. Sometimes, it 

was very cold and there were no lamplights in the morning. Sometimes, I met deer in the 

morning. I felt very frustrated, because there was no light and I couldn’t see them clearly. I 

had heard that if you walked too closely to the deer, they will run from you. I always paid 

attention to the deer when I walked to work every time.  

In addition to the work, my friends and I went to another place to travel. We went to Las 

Vegas and Los Angeles. I thought that I had a great time in both of those places.  

All together, I stayed there about three months, and I learned many things. For example, I 

learned many words I had never known before and I learned what some of the differences 

were between Taiwan and other countries. I made many foreign friends. I learned how to do 

everything by myself. I became braver. I also learned that Taiwan is the best country for me 

to live in.  

All together, it was a wonderful time for me. I can’t ever forget my experiences that summer. 



 


