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A Drachma was an ancient 

coin that was equivalent 

to a day's wage.  It was 

usually made of silver 

and its literal meaning  

is "to grasp."   
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Dedicated to Seeing Students Succeed! 
 

Dr. Connie Sung is the founder and chairwoman of the Applied Foreign Language 

Department at Ling Tung University.  It is a position that demands long hours and survives on 

the mixture of wisdom ingenuity.    

 

Dr. Sung’s aspirations and goals for AFL students are summarized and prioritized as follows. 

 

1. Enjoy their university life at Ling Tung! 

a. Take advantage of extracurricular activities and university opportunities. 

b. Be a self-motivated learner who is a responsible and mature student. 

 

2. The student has a clear understanding of AFL objectives. 

a. A life-long learning commitment to English language proficiency. 

b. Each student will discover and develop in their field of specialization. 

 

3. Demonstrate good English ability. 

a. Each student will take full advantage of available certification opportunities.  

Get all you can get! 

b. Upon graduation each student will evaluate his or her LTU experience as one 

of substance and quality. 

 

Dr. Sung has an open door policy to the AFL student body.  She has a wealth of knowledge 

and experience to help you navigate the road to a happy and successful future. 
 

Some things you didn’t know about AFL faculty 
 

She is good at singing pop songs and poor at ballroom dancing. Her 

greatest ambition is to show off her Waltz or Cha-Cha at a black tie 

formal evening party. She almost drowned at the age of six, yet was 

a self-taught accomplished swimmer.-------------------Teacher Connie 

 

Once a motorcyclist ran after me along the street and kept pace with me for a while. I ignored 

him, but he kept on calling " Miss, Miss...."  Finally, I stopped to see if this admirer had any 

flowers. But he simply said to me" You didn't zip up your skirt."---------------------Teacher Ivy 

 

I hardly stay up, because sleeping is extremely important to me.  But there are two things that 

can rock me out of my bed in the mid-night-----an earthquake and live TV broadcasting of 

Yankee baseball games. I am a teacher, yes, I know.  But I curse (in English of 

course) especially when I am driving. I once had pen pal friends in Algeria, Uruguay, Cuba, 

Turkey, Suriname and Sri Lanka.--------------------------------------------------------Teacher Janet 

 

I used to be a tomboy when I was young.  I was athletic and as wild as the boys.  I didn't wear 

skirts or dresses, but I do now."-----------------------------------------------------------Teacher 

Daisy 

 

In 9th grade he got a “D” in an English class. ------------------------------------------Teacher Paul 

 

My Mom made me take ballet lessons for over ten years.  It was a great place to meet girls 

but the clothing you had to wear was sick as.---------------------------------------Teacher Douglas 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Solicited Comics  

 

“And when the time comes 

the company will put you to 

sleep at its own expense.” 

 

 

 

“Let it go, I was thinking of 

taking early retirement 

anyway.” 

 

 

 

“Well, I think you are 

wonderful.” 

Some Really Good Ways to Learn English! 
 

H. Swindall, Ph.D., TEFL Asia Veteran 
 

     After more than a decade in northeast Asia, I have had 

many an opportunity to study the ways that students here 

study.  Although they sweat with anxiety about how to learn 

English, East Asian students usually fail to do some simple 

things that could reinforce classroom lessons.  I’m pretty sure 

they’d work, since they helped me in every class I’ve ever 

had, and are now helping me learn Mandarin, too.  If a student 

bothers with them at least once a week, they will produce 

results. 

 

     First of all is the basic practice of coming to class on time 

with a dictionary. The electronic dictionaries available 

everywhere these days are easy to carry, and there is no excuse for not having one in class 

every time.  Looking up each unfamiliar or uncertain word is essential to mastering even your 

native language, and I remember that I learned lots of Mandarin on my own during my first 

year in China just by flipping through a paper English-Chinese/Chinese-English dictionary in 

my leisure time.  The same can be done with idioms, which are included in electronic 

dictionaries and references, which can be found in Caves and Eslite, not to mention on 

Amazon. 

 

     The second step after exposure to discrete vocabulary items is the matter of stinging them 

together into discourse, and for this, there is in my opinion no better source than reading.  

Language acquisition theory today emphasizes oral skills over written, but I would say that 

reading paragraphs and trying to memorize them is the best route to oral competency.  I know 

this from the study of both European languages and Mandarin.  While I was in China, my 

tutor used to ask me to memorize a new paragraph every week, and I found by doing so, 

especially reading aloud to myself, I could strengthen my speaking and listening abilities.  I 

have read that a quick route to learning a foreign language is memorizing two pages from a 

book written in it, and while I was in China I used to see students early in the morning facing 

the walls of classroom building with their backs to the others as they read aloud to themselves 

passages from English works.  I have yet to see a Ling Tung student doing such a thing at any 

time of the day.  Memorizing good prose in a language is the best way to discourse 

production. 

 

     Extending from vocabulary exposure, which is fundamental to language learning, is the 

matter of using vocabulary and idioms both to memorize them and master their appropriate 

applications.  It is said that it takes over 30 uses of a word or expression to completely master 

it, but I have found that this varies with the personal interest and utility of an item; there are 

some Mandarin, French and Italian items which I have immediately taken to heart and 

remembered years later, while others took years of repeated relearning.  A major stumbling 

block to foreign language expression for East Asian students is mental inhibition, which no 

instructor or method can overcome.  Whether its congenital or learned I don’t know, but a 

student must force himself or herself to somehow or other practice producing spoken 

discourse.  However, since it does indeed appear that it takes a whole lot of input in a foreign 

language to produce some output, a student may spend a long time memorizing reading 

passages before venturing into speaking.  Alternatively, since opportunities to converse with a 

foreigner are rare (except for appointments with foreign professors), and English learner 

could join a pen pal club online and correspond with native speaker, moving on to chat as 

some point. 

 

 

 The next edition of AFL’s Drachma will highlight the athletic adventures of AFL 
students. Please give your suggestions to Dr. Douglas for any particular person deserving to be 

interviewed ...& if you’d like to donate money to Dr. Sung’s athletic scholarship, please make checks 
payable to her. (Just  joking…) 

Coming 

Soon 



 


